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A new partnership for safeguarding adults in
Reading

The Reading Safeguarding Adults Partnership Board (SAPB) went live on 1 April 2026. The
new Board replaces the previous West of Berkshire arrangements and brings together
local organisations, including the Council, health services, police, housing, voluntary and
community groups, to work together to keep adults in Reading safe from abuse and
neglect. The SAPB provides local leadership, challenge, and assurance, with a strong
focus on dignity, wellbeing, and placing people at the centre of safeguarding.

Who's on the Partnership Board
Statutory Members:

e Reading Borough Council

e Thames Valley Integrated Care Board

e Thames Valley Police

Additional members include:

¢ Berkshire Healthcare Foundation Trust

e Department of Work and Pensions

e Emergency Duty Service

¢ Healthwatch - Reading

¢ Independent Health Provider
Representative

e Joint Legal Service

e Probation Service

e Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue
Service

¢ Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust

e South Central Ambulance Trust,
Berkshire Division

¢ Reading Voluntary Care Sector

Pan Berkshire Safeguarding Adults
Multi-Agency
Policies Procedures and Guidance

The Pan Berkshire Safeguarding Adults
Policies, Procedures and Guidance help
professionals and organisations work
together to safeguard adults with care
and support needs. Regularly updated to
reflect legislation, learning and best
practice, they provide a consistent multi-
agency framework for safeguarding
across Berkshire and support a
coordinated, person-centred approach to
practice. Access website here
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What we have been doing

Since its launch, the Board has focused on
putting strong foundations in place. This
includes confirming governance and
membership, strengthening learning from
Safeguarding Adults Reviews, and ensuring
continuity during the transition from
previous arrangements. We have also been
working with partners to make information
clearer and easier to access, including
refreshing communications, updating the
website, and confirming how safeguarding
concerns should be raised in Reading.

Our forward plan

The Board has not yet finalised its
priorities for the year, but we have agreed
that they need to be clear and well-
defined, as well as something specific to
the needs of safeguarding in Reading.

We will continue to carry out Safeguarding
Adults Reviews to learn from, and improve,
practice.

We will support professionals by providing
learning resources, and updates on local
and national safeguarding developments,
as well as sharing learning opportunities
offered by both the SAPB Business Unit
and our partners.

Newsletter

We will continue to coordinate, deliver and
promote Safeguarding events, helping to
raise awareness and strengthen practice
across the partnership.

readingsapb.co.uk X readingsapb@reading.gov.uk



Launch of Reading SAPB Website www.readingsapb.co.uk

Our website includes information and ) s
resources you will need to develop your ~* National and International events

safeguarding knowledge: and campaigns calender
* Public and professional section * Safeguarding-themed training
e Information about the Board and its  ® Information about different types of
functions Advocacy o
« Safeguarding Adult Reviews, * Updated Navigating the Digital
including learning from reviews World practice guide

Access the website here
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Under the West of Berkshire Safeguarding Adults Board a
READINCGC Safeguarding Adults Review (SAR) for Daniyal was published.
‘AFEGUARDINGE Daniyal’s SAR highlights the following practice areas for

ADULTS professionals to think “What would | do differently?” or “Where do |
F’ARTSE;!SH'P see this in my work?”
BOARD

* Multi-agency working

e Controlling behaviour

e Cultural Competence

¢ Housing Pathway

e Wellbeing - Access to healthcare

We have the full report and a 7-minute Briefing, highlighting key points and areas for
professional practice learning. Visit the Reading SAPB website for more information -
Safeguarding Adult Reviews

The 7-Minute Briefings provide short, focused learning on key safeguarding topics. They
share learning from Safeguarding Adults Reviews, case audits and practice themes, helping
professionals reflect on and improve their practice.
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Each briefing highlights key learning points and includes challenge questions to encourage
discussion and reflection. Use them to:
e Support your own learning and professional development.
e Encourage discussion in team meetings, supervision and reflective practice sessions.
e Complement training and workforce development activities.
* Share learning across teams and organisations.

e

What's new on the Website

Practice Guidance materials
Training and other resources.

Navigating the Digital World

Updated Practice Guidance now available on www.readingsapb.co.uk.

eWwWs

Supporting adults in today’s online world can be challenging, with social media, messaging
apps and online platforms continually evolving. Our newly updated Navigating the Online
World guidance has been developed to help professionals feel more confident in
recognising risks, asking the right questions, and supporting individuals to stay safe while
maintaining choice and control.

This practical resource offers clear advice, reflective prompts, and links to key areas such
as online risk, communication, and decision-making. It encourages professional curiosity
and honest conversations, recognising that uncertainty is part of modern safeguarding
practice.

Take a look and find out more: www.readingsapb.co.uk/professionals/practice-
guidance/navigating-the-digital-world
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Training and Development
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7 v Do you understand what the Board does?
' Do you understand SARs and how they can support
safeguarding in your organisation?
READING The Business Unit can support organisations to highlight the
SAE i%t‘:? 5 139 role of the SAB and learning from SARS.
PARTNERSHIP Contact us at Readingsapb@reading.gov.uk
BOARD

Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS)

UPDATE as of 16 June 2026

On 2 June 2026, the Supreme Court published a judgment clarifying the definition of
deprivation of liberty.

On 15 June, the Department of Health & Social Care published the following guidance:
UK Supreme Court 2026 judgment on what constitutes a deprivation of liberty

The Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DolS) provide legal protection for people who
may be deprived of their liberty in care settings. A deprivation of liberty is not
determined by a single rule, but by looking at the person’s individual situation,
including the type and impact of any restrictions and the person’s own wishes and
feelings. Even where a person lacks mental capacity, they may still be able to show
acceptance of their care arrangements. Where a deprivation of liberty is identified, it
must be authorised to ensure it is lawful, necessary, proportionate, and in the person’s
best interests.

Contact your DolLS lead or line manager about how the court ruling has impacted on
practice in your organisation.

For more information visit MCA and DolS on the ReadingSAPB website
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National and International Training & Campaigns

July
Disability Pride Month
Disabled people still face unfair
treatment and harmful stereotypes.
Disability Pride helps change the

Non-Fatal Strangulation (NFS)
Developed in partnership with the
Institute for Addressing

Strangulation, this training will help
you identify the risks, understand
the impact, and support victim-
survivors of strangulation
effectively.

Free online Introductory webinar
(90 mins)

REGISTER HERE

=17 July | 10:00-11:30

7122 July | 14:00-15:30

Have a safeguarding resource, event or
learning opportunity to share? Contact
Reading SAPB at
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conversation. It's a chance to speak up,
be proud, and create change.

Alcohol Awareness Week
6th-12th
Alcohol can feel like a routine part of
many people’s lives. During Alcohol
Awareness Week ask: how might alcohol
truly be impacting our lives and what can
we do about it? August

International Overdose Awareness Day
3lst

Overdose can be prevented. Overdose

prevention solutions exist — let’s use

them.

readingsapb.co.uk
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